
SMOKE ON THE WATER





THE WAY WE WERE

ÅDuring her time in service on Loch Lomond, from 1953 until 1982, the paddle steamer 

òMaid of the Lochó produced her steam in a heavy-oil fueled boiler. The galley was 

fired by coal

ÅThe slipway which was and still is, used to service her, was steam powered and coal 

fired

ÅThe shipõs fuel oil was highly viscous and had to be steam-heated before it could be 

passed through the burners.

Åheavy fuel oil contains deposits such as vanadium, sulphur, nickel, sodium, silicon etc. 

which are difficult to remove from boiler surfaces and of course were carried over in the 

exhaust to bedeck the Bonnie Banks by a cocktail of gases

Å



THE WAY WE AREé

ÅThe ship lay, emissions free, for nearly 40 years, until 2019 when a 

temporary shore boiler once again powered the restored main engines. The 

boiler is fired by light oilé basically diesel, which although considerably 

cleaner than the original fuel is today seen as increasingly undesirable, with 

public transport heading towards being carbon neutralé how can we justify 

reboilering the ship to operate on the loché adding to the emissions already 

being discharged on the nearby A82; the major trunk road serving the 

western highlands?



The òMaidó is a unique engineering and 

cultural heritage asset. She was the last 

of her kind built in the British Isles, the 

largest steamer ever to sail the inland 

waters of these islandsé is powered by 

an engine of 1896 pedigreeé

Most importantly, she represents the 

era of òrail to sailó excursion for the 

ordinary folk of the industrial hinterland 

of the central belt of Scotlandé now 

lost on the Clyde


