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IS IT THAT BAD?



CONVERSATIONS

• Why do you need to run them?

• You are destroying the environment

• They would be just as interesting in a 
museum

• Can’t you use something else to run them?

• They are dirty

• They are a nuisance

• I can’t put my washing out because of your 
trains

• They are too noisy

• They smell

• You shouldn’t be allowed to have that 
running in the station, its disturbing me



THE REALITY

• Heritage railways use 26,000 tonnes of coal 
a year

• Total heritage use c.35,000 tonnes

• UK usage is 12 million tonnes

• 0.02% of the UKs entire CO2 emissions in 
2018

• 13 million visitors

• 4,000 employees

• 22,000 volunteers

• £400m economic value



WHAT SHOULD 
WE BE TALKING 

ABOUT?



WHAT ARE WE ALREADY 
DOING?

• Firing and driving techniques

• Improved insulation

• New technologies

• Biocoal

• Hydrogen

• Carbon neutral



ENVIRONMENT



BALANCING THE 
ARGUMENTS



WHAT NEXT?


