STICK PROJECT – ‘Old Tools, New Uses’
Update 28 May 2010

STICK’s innovative new project Old Tools, New Uses is now well under way. We are pleased to introduce our Subject Specialist Advisor, David Woodcock.  David trained as a social historian with particular interest in industrial and technological development, he has gained a wealth of experience throughout a twenty-five year career as a specialist curator, researching and writing for exhibitions, publications and educational resources, in national museums. Most recently David has concentrated on working as a professional freelance researcher and writer.  

David recommends that all museums in Scotland, both large and small, council-run or independent, get involved by submitting their lists of inventoried objects of domestic appliances, sewing machines, typewriters, woodworking ,craft and farm tools, for inclusion in the master catalogue for Scotland being put together by the project. 
STICK has organised 4 drop-in sessions for all heritage concerns with collections, to benefit from free professional assessment of any items they wish to have examined. Don’t miss the launch at 11am, Wednesday 9 June at the Piping Centre, Glasgow. 
Further drop-ins around Scotland follow at:

· Cowdray Hall, Aberdeen on 24 June
· The Highland Folk Museum, Kingussie on 7 September 
· The Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh on 27 September 
The sessions provide an ideal opportunity to confirm material you have is definitely unwanted and will provide the hardware for charity partner Tools For Self Reliance to renovate and ship to needy communities in Africa, who can use them in their everyday lives.
The Scottish master catalogue of these collections has never before been attempted, but the value of this reference document will be immense in terms of saving all museums valuable time, energy and resources in acquisition, retention and disposals in the future. Make sure your museum is included as part of it. 
Please send your record lists of relevant objects in the categories above to David Woodcock, email: mail@researchpod.com or via Megan Combe, email: m.combe@nms.ac.uk. 
